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On Sept. 9, a Managua appeals court issued a ruling which declared null and void all decisions
reached during a Sept. 2 session of the National Assembly on grounds that the session did not meet
quorum. During the Sept. 2 session, attended by 45 of the Assembly's 92 deputies, elections were
held for the posts of Assembly first and third secretaries, which went to National Opposition Union
(UNO) deputies Jaime Cuadra and Nicolas Bolanos, respectively. On Sept. 2, the day after a tidal
wave struck the country's Pacific coast, several Assembly deputies were at the site of the disaster
assisting in relief efforts. On Sept. 10, Sandinista National Liberation Front (FSLN) leader Sergio
Ramirez told reporters the National Assembly was in the midst of a "serious crisis" which could
result in suspension of all legislative activities through the rest of the year. According to the FSLN,
Assembly president Alfredo Cesar took advantage of the situation to convoke the session during
which Cuadra and Bolanos were elected. Also on Sept. 10, acting Assembly president Luis Sanchez
rejected the appellate court ruling as "politically motivated," adding that Cuadra and Bolanos would
remain in their posts and convoking a new Assembly session for Sept. 16. The FSLN responded
by appealing the case to the Supreme Court and insisting that the 39 Sandinista deputies would
boycott all Assembly proceedings until Cuadra and Bolanos were removed. Spokespersons for the
seven deputies from the pro-government "center group" said they would joint the FSLN boycott.
On Sept. 16, Assembly president Cesar also rejected the appellate court decision, insisting that the
judiciary has no authority to intervene in internal affairs of the legislature. Cesar indicated he will
continue to insist on establishing the "independence" of the legislature, which he called the only
state power which "refuses to be controlled by the Sandinistas." Cesar admitted, however, that
his attempt to convene the Assembly session for the 16th had failed, as only 43 deputies attended.
(Sources: Agencia Centroamericana de Noticias-Spanish news service EFE, 09/10/92, 09/12/92,
09/15/92, 09/16/92; Agence France- Presse, 09/16/92)
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